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2701) to authorize appropriations for 
fiscal year 2010 for intelligence and in-
telligence-related activities of the 
United States Government, the Com-
munity Management Account, and the 
Central Intelligence Agency Retire-
ment and Disability System, and for 
other purposes, had come to no resolu-
tion thereon. 

f 

MEDICARE PHYSICIAN PAYMENT 
REFORM ACT OF 2009 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1109, I call up 
from the Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 
3961) to amend title XVIII of the Social 
Security Act to reform the Medicare 
SGR payment system for physicians, 
with the Senate amendments thereto, 
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Clerk will designate the Senate amend-
ments. 

The text of the Senate amendments 
is as follows: 

Senate amendments: 
Strike all after the enacting clause and in-

sert the following: 
SECTION 1. EXTENSION OF SUNSETS. 

(a) USA PATRIOT IMPROVEMENT AND REAU-
THORIZATION ACT OF 2005.—Section 102(b)(1) of 
the USA PATRIOT Improvement and Reauthor-
ization Act of 2005 (Public Law 109–177; 50 
U.S.C. 1805 note, 50 U.S.C. 1861 note, and 50 
U.S.C. 1862 note) is amended by striking ‘‘Feb-
ruary 28, 2010’’ and inserting ‘‘February 28, 
2011’’. 

(b) INTELLIGENCE REFORM AND TERRORISM 
PREVENTION ACT OF 2004.—Section 6001(b)(1) of 
the Intelligence Reform and Terrorism Preven-
tion Act of 2004 (Public Law 108–458; 118 Stat. 
3742; 50 U.S.C. 1801 note) is amended by striking 
‘‘February 28, 2010’’ and inserting ‘‘February 
28, 2011’’. 

Amend the title so as to read: ‘‘An Act to 
extend expiring provisions of the USA PA-
TRIOT Improvement and Reauthorization 
Act of 2005 and Intelligence Reform and Ter-
rorism Prevention Act of 2004 until February 
28, 2011.’’. 

MOTION OFFERED BY MR. CONYERS 

Mr. CONYERS. I have a motion at 
the desk. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Clerk will report the motion. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Mr. Conyers moves that the House concur 

in the Senate amendments to H.R. 3961. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1109, the mo-
tion shall be debatable for 1 hour 
equally divided and controlled by the 
Chair and ranking minority member of 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The gentleman from Michigan (Mr. 
CONYERS) and the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. SMITH) each will control 30 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Michigan. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and to insert extra-
neous material on this matter. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CONYERS. I yield myself such 

time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker and Members, this meas-

ure before us will extend three provi-
sions of our foreign intelligence sur-
veillance laws for 1 year. The provi-
sions are section 206 of the PATRIOT 
Act, governing roving wiretaps; section 
215, which addresses the collection of 
business records; and the so-called 
‘‘lone wolf surveillance law.’’ 

b 1630 

Without extension, these provisions 
will expire on Sunday coming. 

As we consider this short-term exten-
sion, I make these observations: 

As one who has found that the USA 
PATRIOT Act needs a great deal of im-
provement and that there have been 
many excesses and sometimes abuses of 
these broad powers over the years, I 
have found that too little consider-
ation of the impact of this type of sur-
veillance on our civil liberties has been 
looked into. And that’s why the Judici-
ary Committee has undergone an ex-
tensive process over the past year and 
reported out a bill that attempts to re-
form these provisions and enhance con-
gressional oversight. In the other body, 
the Judiciary Committee has also 
passed out a bill that improves, in my 
view, the PATRIOT Act. So we’re very 
close to real reform. 

The House bill has new protections 
for library and bookseller records. It 
clarifies the reach of roving authority 
to prevent ‘‘John Doe’’ blanket wire-
taps. It tightens the standards for na-
tional security letters that have been 
abused in the past. It has extensive 
new reporting oversight and sunset 
provisions to greatly strengthen con-
gressional oversight and makes other 
changes to the related provisions of 
law. 

Please understand, Members, that 
this extension is not the final word on 
the PATRIOT Act, and what we will do 
is use the time between now and the 
year that will elapse to improve and 
pass real reform. 

Now, while I would prefer to do this 
now, it is not to me strategically wise 
nor logistically possible to accomplish 
this at this time. And with the provi-
sions expiring in a matter of 3 days, 
the other body has sent us this exten-
sion bill, so there is no reasonable pos-
sibility that they could pass a broader 
measure such as a Judiciary-passed bill 
at this time. 

In other words, we have no other 
choice but to go along with this exten-
sion because there isn’t sufficient time. 
Well, tomorrow is the last day of the 
week. It’s physically impossible. So 
under these circumstances, it seems to 
me the best course is to merely main-
tain the status quo and work with the 
other body and the administration to-
wards some improvements that I have 
in mind. I can announce we’ve made 

progress towards reaching common 
ground, and I believe an orderly path 
forward between now and during the 
next year will lead us to a much better 
result. 

Now, although this extension doesn’t 
reform underlying law, we recognize 
there’s some value in a process that 
brings us quickly to another sunset 
date. Experience has taught that 
there’s nothing like an approaching 
sunset to bring both the executive 
branch and the other body to the table 
with the will to see this resolved. So 
while I’d rather pass the Judiciary 
Committee bill out and truly make the 
reforms that I think are necessary, be-
cause of the time constraints that we 
find, I recommend that we take the 
next year and continue the process. 

I urge your careful consideration of 
this very important measure. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, the war on terror is 
real, and it’s all around us. Despite 
multiple attempted terror attacks and 
a warning of an imminent attack from 
our national security experts, appar-
ently the best this Congress can do is a 
1-year extension of our most critical 
national security laws. 

On Christmas Day Omar Farouk 
Abdulmutallab attempted to murder 
288 innocent civilians by trying to set 
off an explosion aboard a Northwest 
flight bound for Detroit. Thankfully, 
he failed in his attempt at mass mur-
der, not because of our national secu-
rity procedures but because of his own 
ineptness and the quick response from 
passengers and crew. But we may not 
be so fortunate the next time. 

Last November in my home State of 
Texas, Major Nidal Hasan killed 13 and 
wounded 30 others when he opened fire 
at the Fort Hood Army Base. In Sep-
tember three terrorist plots were suc-
cessfully thwarted in New York City, 
Springfield, Illinois, and Dallas, Texas. 
And now intelligence experts warn us 
that another terrorist attack may be 
imminent. Yet after all those near 
misses, the House majority refuses to 
pass a long-term extension of three es-
sential PATRIOT Act provisions. 

The PATRIOT Act works. It has 
proven effective time and time again in 
preventing terrorist attacks and keep-
ing Americans safe. The expiring provi-
sions give national security investiga-
tors the authority to conduct roving 
wiretaps, to seek certain business 
records, and to gather intelligence on 
lone terrorists who are not necessarily 
affiliated with a specific terrorist 
group. 

We cannot afford to play dice with 
the security of the American people. 
We must continue these intelligence- 
gathering measures to win our fight 
against terrorists. The Obama adminis-
tration recognized this last year when 
it called for Congress to authorize the 
expiring provisions without any 
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